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"But now the demand arises for the makers of machinery,
and the same process is going on  of instructing the foreigner
in making spinning-frames that was formerly done in spinning
cotton.    Whilst at Dresden he was shown over a large machine-
making establishment by an Englishman, who took him into a
large room filled with machinery for spinning flax, with Grore
and  Wesley's  patent  improvements.     * This/   he  said,   'was
brought out from England  at an  expense of 35,000 dollars
(thalers)  for models,  and I  am engaged  to  superintend the
copying of it.'    At Chemnitz, also in Saxony, he visited a large
establishment, organised and conducted by English mechanics,
for the  manufacture  of machinery.    He found at Prague,  in
Bohemia, an establishment belonging to Englishmen for making
machinery for manufacturers ; and at Vienna there were two of
our countrymen accommodated under an Imperial roof carrying
on a similar trade.    At Elberfeld and Aix-la-Chapelle he also
found large machine-making businesses conducted by Englishmen.
At Liege there was a similar concern, the largest in the world,
belonging to Mr. Cockerell, who was born in Haslingden, and
who employs nearly 4,000 hands ;  and at Zurich he found the
large establishment of Mr. Esher, with an Englishman at the
head of the foundry and another at the head of the forge, casting
five tons of iron a day, brought from England, into spindles,
rollers, and wheels for the spinners and manufacturers of Austria,
Saxony, and Bavaria.    In almost every large town there were
English mechanics instructing the natives to rival us."
The process which to Cobden seventy years ago appeared so
sinister was continued far into last century. Englishmen, their
enterprise, intelligence, and capital were welcome so long as
they were needed. Those were the days of G-errnany's appren-
ticeship, and never was learner more patient and industrious.
Directly the apprentice was out of his time, however, he began
business on his own account, and his master was free to go, and
go he did. We all know the rest. From manufacturing for
their own use the Germans soon proceeded to supply other
nations, and England lost control of markets in which it had
for generations held an almost undisputed position. What it is
urgent to know is how the Germans have succeeded in their
policy of supplanting English industrialists and traders in
foreign markets.